
‘The joy and reward of
lifelong learning takes
time. That time is called

childhood, spent with
people who understand and

value it, in a stimulating
environment that promotes

it.’  mOGG HERCULES MBE



The original and
only alternative &

progressive family-
run school in the
heart of London,

welcoming children
from 3 to 11.
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I believe childhood is the most precious period
in a person’s life. It is our earliest experiences
that help shape healthy and successful futures
and this is why it is critical for schools to get
education right. At Dallington we understand
how fundamental this is.  
Our school is a habitat for creativity and
wonder, where children are deeply engaged
through a  play-based, explorative and
personalised approach to learning. We
provide a holistic, child-centered educational
experience and prioritise building strong
relationships with both children and parents.
These key ingredients enable our children’s
potential to be unlocked, ensuring they
flourish at school and beyond, both
academically and emotionally, as happy,
confident individuals. Dallington is a school
with children at its heart in the very heart of
London, and I feel privileged to be the Head
of this vibrant school community. 
James Griffiths - Head

‘Value your own worth and
understand the differences

in others.’
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“Dallington has a special
something. It's very hard to
put your finger on it, but it's

absolutely there. It comes
from a deep understanding

of children, letting them
enjoy their childhood, and

learn who they really are.” 
- PARENT

Dallington is not just another school: it
is a happy and invigorating place in
which children enjoy their own, unique
journey of discovery. It’s about igniting
a passion and a thirst for learning; it’s
about encouraging curiosity. We see
children move on to secondary
schools, equipped with the knowledge
and skills, as well as the self-
confidence, to make the most of their
talents and potential. 
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"Children here are happy, kind,
community minded and they get

a superb education - both
academically and how to be
good people in the world. I

think this is a very special and
unique place. Not uptight and
bureaucratic, yet very well

run and professional." 
- parent
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LOVE. GROW. SUCCEED.



we aim for all children
to love learning and to
grow and develop life-
long skills, knowledge

and attitudes to
succeed in whatever

they set their mind to.
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our values CREATIVITY

RELATIONSHIPS

EMPATHY

Individuality 

PLAY

ENJOY THE
JOURNEY

We believe in an informal, nurturing
environment where children feel safe,
secure and joyful. Relationships are
enriched through a strong sense of

community and collaboration between
children, teachers and parents. 

We believe in celebrating differences and
valuing each other through compassion and 

mutual respect. Everyone at Dallington
flourishes because everyone cares. 




We believe education is not a
race and should be

developmentally appropriate.
This develops a love for

learning where childhood can
be enjoyed and celebrated

without unnecessary
pressures.

We believe in embracing children's
natural love for discovery. At Dallington,
children are immersed in an explorative,

play-based approach, in which they
experience a sense of wonder and are
given the freedom to take risks, make

mistakes and learn from them. 

We believe in free-thinking young people who
are listened to, who are given the autonomy to
express themselves with originality. This leads

to authentic, grounded and empowered
individuals whose self-awareness is strong.

We believe all children are born with a
gift and innate creativity. Every child at

Dallington has something brilliant to
offer and it is our role to empower
them to realise their true potential.
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"Dallington School is an
excellent nursery with a

warm, creative, nurturing
environment. It has the
right mix of discipline,

free play and group
activities"

- NURSERY PARENT. 
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A particular feature of our school is all the
experiential learning that takes place outside the
classroom. We take advantage of the rich variety of
wonderful resources at our disposal and children
take frequent trips to museums, libraries, monuments,
concerts, urban parks and exhibitions.

Creativity & Learning
in the City

Our staff are always on the lookout for interesting
places to take the children on curricular-related
trips. These visits cement their knowledge and
understanding of the enquiry-based learning
topic they are studying and make for memorable
experiences. 
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"We have been at 
Dallington for almost a year 

and its fantastic and warm
environment is delightful. Our

children are happy to go to
school every single day. They

are challenged and inspired to
learn more while feeling

comfortable being
themselves."

 - PARENT 
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FREEDOM TO EXPLORE

An outdoor learning programme
is embedded in our curriculum
and from the very youngest
children to those in Year 6, the
opportunity to get out and
commune with nature, learn
about the earth, the trees, the
birds, is an important part of
their education. Den-building,
rope swinging, stick whittling
and clay modelling all
contribute to the sheer joy of
freedom and having the time to
think. We all learn better by
doing and nowhere is this more
evident than when the children
are enjoying time outside. 

Forest school
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"At Dallington we observed
the children, each and every
one of them individual, happy,

confident souls, often
slightly scruffy and very

articulate, every child
recognised and rewarded for

their individual strengths." 
- PARENT
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performing arts
Music ripples through everything we do.
The chance to sing and learn rhythm
through drum playing, as well as learning
the ukulele and other instruments, is a
joyful experience for the children.
Learning about music from around the
world, with visiting musicians, enriches
their understanding of the world around
them. 

Peripatetic music
teachers offer

private lessons in
piano, violin, drums

and guitar.
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Children’s artistic
development is encouraged
and celebrated throughout
our school. They are given

the space, time and support
to help them develop their

individual potential.
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coding
Coding is a vital tool for the
children of today who will enter the
workforce in the future, to jobs not
yet created, where coding will be a
skill expected of everyone. Over
time children develop their skills and
create increasingly sophisticated
apps and games.

It boosts problem-solving skills.
It improves computational
thinking. 
It encourages persistence. 
It teaches creativity. 
It helps digital literacy. 
It improves confidence and
communication skills. 
And finally, Coding is a career-
building skill.  

Why we think learning to code is
so valuable.
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An enquiry topic-based
curriculum means that the

children develop a broad range
of knowledge and skills and it

enables them to discover
meaningful connections. they
can direct their own learning

which positions them as
innovators, problem solvers

and critical thinkers.
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The friendly and caring environment: feels like a

family.

The open-door policy: staff are always available

for a chat at the beginning and end of the day.

Great communication between school and home.

Individualised learning; understanding that every

child is different and everyone has the support

they need. 

Children have constant opportunities to explore

their interests and passions. 

Lots of experiential learning outside the

classroom – museum trips, concerts, theatre,

forest school, swimming, kayaking. 

Specialist Music, it, PE, swimming, circus skills and

Language teachers.

There’s a great selection of after school clubs, as

well as after school care. 

children are free to express themselves - so

There’s no uniform.

First names for all.

10 things our parents
love about dallington
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS 
we offer a rich programme of after school
clubs and activities and can look after
children until 5:30pm every day.

ART CLUB
FOOTBALL

CRAFTS
LEGO ROBOTICS
SCIENCE CLUB

DRAMA
ANIMATION
cookery
fencing

study skills
(11+)
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We are a progressive school, and
believe that child centred, non-
pressured learning helps our
children fulfil their potential. This
approach does not mean that we
sacrifice our standards. We have
extremely high expectations for our
children when they are preparing for
their next school, whether
they are sitting the 11+ or moving to a
non-selective school. In either case
they do so confidently and
well prepared.

ASSESSMENT

In order to be able to teach our
children well, we need to know where

they are with their learning so
that we can tailor our approach to
their specific needs. By listening to

our children and through
careful questioning and observation,

our teachers understand what our
children know and what they can do
so that they can adapt their lessons

accordingly. 
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 reporting progress
Teachers meet with parents twice a
year for collaborative learning
conversations around their child’s
progress and attainment. Parents
take home a celebratory child-led
learning journey which is shared
with you, your child and their
teachers. We also have more formal
assessments to keep track of our
children’s progress, which are
administered in a stress-free
environment.
At the end of the year you will
receive a very detailed formative
report about your child’s progress,
compiled from careful observation
by the teacher, to assess how your
child’s learning journey is
progressing and what their next
steps will be.

19



Dallington enjoys continuing close relationships with many of the schools our children

choose as their next step. 

We spend a lot of time getting to know each individual child, finding out what they

like, what they are good at, what sort of school they think would suit them. We then

talk to you, the parents, to find out what your hopes and dreams are for your child.  

We don’t put any unnecessary pressure on children by spending hours on exam

papers, but we ensure that children feel ready and prepared for their secondary

school transition.  

A carefully designed model provides the children with transferable life-long skills

which incorporate our core values of relationships, empathy, creativity, individuality,

play and enjoying the journey.  

life after dallington

Adaptive Questioning 
Children complete a variety of questions
using an AI tool, which adapts the
difficulty of the questions depending on
how well they are able to answer them.
This ensures that the questions are pitched
correctly for each child so that they all feel
appropriately challenged. Children answer
questions in maths, comprehension, verbal
reasoning and non-verbal reasoning. 




Public Speaking &
Performing 

With an extra drama lesson each
week, children have the opportunity
to build their confidence with public
speaking and performing in front of
others. How to effectively use their

voice with the correct breathing and
an awareness of gestures, helps

them feel grounded and comfortable
in their own skin. 

Creative Writing 
A regular extra lesson

specifically focussing on
developing children’s creative

writing skills, enables and
encourages them to take risks

and utilise their powerful
imaginations to develop

wonderful pieces of writing that
will engage an audience. 




Mindful Practices 
Learning about different

parts of the brain and their
function, children develop
techniques to help calm

the amygdala so that they
can think clearly and be

the best versions of
themselves. 
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"My child has gone into secondary
school very sure of who he is and
very ready to stick up for others
if they need it. He has an intrinsic

understanding of diversity and of
everybody mattering and shows it
in his everyday interactions. The
small class sizes at Dallington
really nurtured him, developing
his sense of self so that by the
time he was ready to spread his
wings at secondary school he

could fly!" - parent
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Children may start in our nursery
the term following their third
birthday. We recommend early
registration, which will place your
child on our list. 

Book a personal tour of the school with our
Head of Admissions.  

Complete the registration form and pay a non-
refundable registration fee of £150.  

Once your child has been registered, we will
place their name on the entry list for that year

and places will be offered 3 terms prior to entry.
If your registration is made closer to the date of

entry, an offer will be sent straight away. 
 Once you receive an offer of a place via email,
the deadline for acceptance is 7 days after the
offer date. Places are secured by completing
the online forms which will then direct you to

pay your deposit. Your child's place is secured
on the successful completion of all stages of

this process. 

Admissions Process  
1.

2.

3.

4.

 

ADMISSIONS book
your
tour

Open Events 
These are held

regularly throughout
the year. Please click

here for upcoming
dates
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https://dallingtonschool.co.uk/admissions/book-a-personal-tour/
https://dallingtonschool.co.uk/admissions/book-an-open-day/




Bowls of fresh fruit are provided in every classroom for children to help

themselves during the day. Nursery children are given a substantial snack in the
mornings before going out to play. Children are required to bring their own healthy

packed lunch. 

Head: James Griffiths 
Proprietor: Abi Hercules 

Personal Tours 
Come and see us in action. Talk to the
children and the staff and experience
the unique spirit of Dallington.
Personal tours are available every
day at either 9:30 or 10:30. 
Visits can be booked here 

Entry Policy 
Dallington has a non-

selective entry policy; 
we work on a first come, first

served basis and take
children from 3-11 years old.

There is no entry test and
most children join us at three

and four years of age. 



the practical stuff

Snacks, Lunch and Playtime 






Lunchtimes are supervised by a dedicated team of lunchtime assistants, as well as our full-time
staff. After lunch the children walk round to the playground in Seward Street – a short walk
from school – and have about 45 minutes of outdoor playtime. Sports lessons also take place

here, as well as at Ironmonger Row Baths, where children have weekly swim lessons. 
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https://dallingtonschool.co.uk/admissions/book-a-personal-tour/
https://dallingtonschool.co.uk/admissions/book-a-personal-tour/


location and transport
Dallington School is housed in a former Victorian Church School

with large airy classrooms spread over five bright, high-
ceilinged, open plan floors. Many children arrive on foot, or by

scooter or bicycle, but we are well-served by underground
stations at Barbican, Farringdon, Old Street, and Angel, as well

as being on bus routes 4, 55, 56, 153, 243. 



8 Dallington St, London EC1V 0BW
Telephone: 020 7251 2284 

Email: admissions@dallingtonschool.co.uk
www.dallingtonschool.co.uk
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http://www.dallingtonschool.co.uk/



